From 1860 to 1920, "unskilled immigrant laborers were the dominant factory manufacturing labor force" in the us (Kim 2007:4-5, 22) . The captains of industry bent on profit-making and growth turned a blind eye to the needs of workers. Ten to twelve hour days were the norm as were low pay, abysmal working conditions, and no benefits, setting the stage for labor unrest, strikes, and riots to follow (see for example Nicholson 2004) . Poor working conditions were exacerbated by equally poor living conditions and sometimes-as in the case of tenement manufacturing (known as the sweating system)-the two were combined (Kelley [1895] 2004). Cities were inadequate in streets, public water supplies, sewage systems, garbage disposal, police and fire protection, parks, playgrounds and recreational facilities as well as public education and housing. "In the 1890s in America not a single one of the major municipalities had adequate traffic facilities. The majority of streets were ill paved, turning into seas of mud during rains, or paved with cobblestones or granite blocks" (Martindale 1958:13 ). Yet, the masses came in search of work and in pursuit of the dream of prosperity. Lacking transportation, if they found work, they had to live nearby, but not only did industry attract workers, workers attracted industry. "The problem of housing mass populations was met by a building of shanties, rooming houses, hotels of many kinds and inventions such as the tenement house which rapidly formed the slum sections of the cities" (Martindale 1958:15) . Urban growth patterns and density in the United States made it necessary, as some proclaimed, to "make a great city in a few years out of nothing" (Hofstadter 1955:176) . Business expansion in the nation's cities brought jobs, but often at less than livable wages. Affordable housing was at a premium and was frequently hazardous to the health of its occupants. Immigrants tended to cluster in select city neighborhoods because of ethnic networks that facilitated housing, the transmission of information about the labor market and a support system to help negotiate a new and unknown environment. These networks contributed to the growth of overcrowded neighborhoods and to a division of labor in some markets. By 1890, almost 15 percent of the us population was foreign born, up from 10 percent in 1850 (Gibson and Jung 2006:26) . In cities such as Boston, Chicago, and New York natives were outnumbered by foreign-born and their first-generation children (Hofstadter 1955:177-178) .
The role of immigration in the building of urban, industrial America cannot be overstated. From 1820 to 1880, over 10 million immigrants came, most from Northern and Western Europe (Bailey 1961:324) . They were English, Irish, Scandinavians, and Germans. With the exception of the Irish, these groups were welcomed and accepted into us life because they were of the AngloSaxon or Teutonic heritage and culture and not very different in appearance from the nation's founders. Over time, the new arrivals became part of the
